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mn. 


Preach'd before their Excellencics the 
Lords Juſtices, &c. 


Philippians Chap. III. the former part of 
the 6th Verſe. 


...- concerning Zeal, perſecuting the Church. 


HE Apoſtle in the beginnipg of this Chapter cau- 
tions his Philippians againſt a ſort of Jewiſh Be- 
lievers, who after their Converſion to Chriſtia- 

5 nity were ſtill for obſerving the Moſaical Law, - 
ard requiring all thus to Judaize, and for perſecuting thoſe 
tha would not; Theſe took upon them the Character f 


the Circumciſion, but St. Paul thinks them worthy. of ano- 


ther Name, and calls them the Conciſion, as being ſuch as 
tear and rend the Church in Pieces, and cut themſelves 
off from it; and thereupon he tells his Philippians 1 
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the Character the others claim'd did of right belong to 
them; for, ſaith he, ver. 3. We are the Circumciſion which 
worſhip God in the Spirit, and rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
have no confidence in the Fleſh; which is agreeable to what 
he tells his Romans, 2. Chap. 28, 29. He is not a Few which 
is one outwardly, neither is that Circumeiſion which is outwatd 
in the Fleſb, but he is a Jew which is one inwardly, and Cir- 
eumciſion is that of the Heart, in the & pirit, po not in the 
Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of God. Tho' as he 
goes on, ver. 4. I might alſo have confidence in the Fleſh, 
if any other Man thinketh that he hath whereof he might truſt 
in the Fleſh, I more: that is, If I was like them diſpos d 
to value my ſelf on the account of the Privileges and Ad- 
vantages of a Few, no One had juſter grounds of Glory- 
ing than I; being Circumcis'd the eighth Day, the very pre- 
ciſe time preſcrib'd the native Fews by the Law, and con- 
ſequently no Proſelyte; of the ſtocł of Iſrael, that is, my 
Parents and Anceſtors were Iſraelites ; of the Tribe of Benja- 
min, that Tribe which adher'd to Fzdah, and revolted not 
with Jeroboam; an Hebrew of the Hebrews, that is, my Fa- 
ther and Mother were both of Abraham's Race; as touch- 
ing the Law a Phariſee, that is, one of the ſtricteſt Sect, 
and of beſt Repute among the Fews : and then he adds, as 
in the Words of the Text, as concerning Zeal, perſecuting the 
Charth ; that is, I have abundantly ſhewn my-Zeal-for tic 
Fewiſh Religion by perſecuting the Church of Chrift. Af- 
ter this ſhort Paraphraſe I ſhall diſcourſe on the Words of 
the Text in the following order. ore e Se 
Fit, I ſhall briefly ſhew how greatly the Church of 
Chriſt has faffer'd from a perſecurmg Zeal. 


Second- | 
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to * Secondly, enquire how ſome Perſons come to boaſt of, 

7h and glory in ſuch a Zeal. 2 
54] . Thirdly, draw ſome Inferences from theſe Heads, and 
hae make ſome Application of the Whole to our ſelves. | 


And Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew (with all poſſible 
itd brevity) how greatly the Church of Chriſt has ſuffer'd 
* by a perſecuting Zeal. b 
| And here I might begin with an Hiſtory of the Divine 
* Author and Founder of it, and ſhew how much our Lord 
himſelf ſuffer'd from that evil Spirit throughout the ſevc- 
ral ſtages of his Life: He had not been long Born, before 
we read that Herod ſought the young Child's Life to deſtroy 
it, and was for hurrying him out of the World immedi- 
ately upon his firſt Entrance into it; and that he might 
make ſure work of his Deſtruction, by a cruel Policy he 
order'd all the Children that were in Bethlehem to be De- 
ſtroyed who were of (or near of) the ſame Age with hin: 
I might particularly mention thoſe manifold Indignities 
and barbarous Uſages which preceded and uſher'd in his 
Death, and encreas'd in Violence the nearer he approach- | 
cdl to that dreadful Hour, at which time appear'd the moſt A 
aſtoniſhing effect of a perſecuting Zeal in the Crucifixion - 
of him the Lord of Glory. 1 125 
1 might run through the Acts of the Apoſtles, and ob- 
ſerve to you how exactly that Prophecy of his was fulfil- 
led in them, as they have perſeruted me, they will alſo perſe- 
cute you, And how ſoon many of them felt the truth of 
| that other Prophecy of their Lord, wiz. They ſhall put ut 
f | out of the Synagogue, yea the Time cometh that whoſo killeth 
; you mill think, that he doeth- God ſervice. © 1 
2 


I. 


I might particularly dwell on the Actions and Sufferings 
of St. Paul, and ſhew how eruel the One, and how into-— 
flerable the Other, according to the different Part he ſus- 
tain'd when he was Saul the Perſecutor, and Paul the Per- 
fſecuted, and the ſame meaſure he had meted to others was 
meaſur d to him again. Wo . 
I might deſcend to the Hiſtory: of after-Ages, and ſhew 
that when the intemperate Zeal of the Few was cool'd in 
his own Blood, and God had puniſhed the Cruelty of that 
ſtubborn Generation towards his Son, and thoſe that be- 
heved in his Name, by their final Exciſion; there aroſe 
up as bitter Perſecutors from among the Heathen, and 
their Zeal for their falſe Gods, had as ill effects as the mi- 
ſtaken Zeal of the Few for the true God, the Lord God of I- 
rael. Perſecutions came ſo thick upon one another, that 
they who were baptiz d into Feſus Chriſt were always in dan- 
ger of being in a literal ſenſe baptiz'd into his Death, and 
* ſtood in jeopardy every Hour : Nay, vaſt Multitudes of Chri- 
ſtians drank deep of the Cup of trembling, and like the Cap- 
| + tain of their Salvation were made perfect thro' Sufferings. 
But what is worſt of all, the Spirit of Perſecution at length 
enter'd into the Heart of Chriſtians themſelves, and dread- 
ful has been the Havock which a perſecuting Zeal has 
made throughout the Chriſtian World, by thoſe who in- 
deed name the Name of Chriſt but ſurely ( in this reſpect at 
| leaſt) are perfect ſtrangers to his Spirit. Hear O Heavens, 
and give ear O Earth, Perſecution is by ſome Chriſtians 
made the method of Converſion, and the Fewiſh and Hea- 
then way of driving Men from Chriſtianity, is thought 
the beſt expedient of Driving them into it; or rather in- 
to 
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to a Belief and Profeſſion of certain new Doctrines, which 
contrary to Senſe, and Reaſon, and Scripture, are ſuperad- 


died thereunto. 


In evidence of this I might ſhew you the Ruins and De- 
vaſtations which a Popiſb Zeal has wrought in the Earth, in 
order to ſtifle the REFORMATION, in its Beginning, 
in its Progreſs, and in its Power; when its Seed was firſt | 
ſown, and alſo when it had taken root and filled the Lands. 

Witneſs the outragious Zeal of Queen Mary's Days, when 
our Forefathers paſs'd thro the Fire which Popiſh Rage had 
kindled, and were offer'd up as a burnt Offering: Nor was 


its fury confin'd to the Kingdoms to which we belong, 


but has upon occaſion extended itſelf throughout Europe, 
from our own to the very Borders of the 7urkiſh Empire; 
where many Proteſtants have been forc'd to take ſhelter 
under the Banners of Mahomet, and have found better U- 


ſage from the Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, than from 4 


thoſe whoſe Superſtition leads them to adore it. 5 

But to keep nearer Home, I might put you in mind of 
(that which deſerves a far worſe Name) the holy League 
of Fance for the Extirpation of Hereticks, and the much 
later Treatment of her own Subjects within our own Me- 
mories for the ſame end, notwithſtanding the ſolemn En- 


gagements, and ſtrongeſt Edicts to the contrary; nor 


could the former Services of that unhappy Pcople to their 
Prince, move his Heart to extend Compaſſion to them who 


had been ſignally inſtrumental in fixing the Crown upon 


his Head. All Obligations muſt be cancell'd at will, which 
oppoſed his Zeal for Mother-Church, and to this he rea- 
dily ſacrific'd his Conſcience and his Honour. A ſuffici- 

B 2 b ent 


| 1 preſerved, But to return from this ſhort Digreſlion. 


(8) 


ent Warning, one would think, to thoſe who expect to fare 
better than their Neighbours, by the Obligations they may 
lay ona Popiſh Pꝛetender, brought up in his Youthunder 
- Prince who has ſo lately taught this Leſſon of Ingrati- 
tude to the World. | 
In ſhort, Volumes are full of the Hiſtory of the Inquiſiti- 
ons, Maſſacres, and great variety of Cruelties in thoſe of the 
Popiſb Faction; and Time would fail me ſhould I attempt 
to ſet in order the things which they have done, and the 
things which others have ſuffer'd, who have becn (and be- 
cauſe they have been) of a different Religion from them. 
But I muſt not forget particularly to mention that myſtery 
of Iniquity (our Deliverance from which it is one great part 
of the buſineſs of this Day to Commemorate with Thankſgi- 
ving) I mean the intended Maſſacre by Gunpowder in a 
neighbouring Nation; a Nation which is ſo cloſely united 
in Intereſt with this, that if one Kingdom greatly ſuffers, 
the other Kingdom muſt ſuffer with it; or if one King- 
dom be greatly advantaged, the other Kingdom will have 
reaſon to rejoyce with it: and it 1s, and ever will be the 
Wiſdom of both to ſeek and promote the Welfare of each 
other, according to the ſtate and condition of each, and 
to be ever ready to defend and ſuccour the one the other, 
as either of them may have need. And we of this Nati- 
on are more particularly oblig'd carefully to avoid what- 
ever may ſever us in affection from a People, who, we 
know, have often preſery'd us from Ruin, and whoſe In- 
tereſt it is that weſhould be preſerved, and without whom 
(much more againſt whom) we cannot hope long to be 
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At is now conſiderably above a Century ſince the King 


and the three Eſtares of the Realm of Englandy. the No- 
- conſult the Safety and Welfare of the Nation in Parlia- 
ment, were then to haye met with their own. Deſtruc⸗ 
tion; and that too in ſuch a manner as nothing but a 
Popiſb Bigorry could invent: Such a Mine was to have | 
been ſprung as would have filled the Land with Deſolation, . | 
and have made it an Aceldama, 4 Field of Blood. It is. 
abſurd to ſuppoſe that the Conſpirators only meant to 
make the Parliament Houſe the Place of Slaughter, or to 
do ſo great Miſchief ef-ſake.; No, 4 
thoſe watchful Exemi | 
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have been very aQive againſt our. Proteflant Gov 
- ang, our free Proteſtant Government, and 25 ant Retig On. 
We have not only heard with our Eats, 225 our Fiber, 
"Fave told us,” but many of us have ſeen with our Eyes the 
- Gme reſtleſs Spirit at work for out ate, When 
FTopery in Power Aa ſhew'd What in ſuch a 
- caſe we are at all Times to expect from it. aſſed, Þc 
God t the Storm was ſoon blown over in the other King 
dern, but hung very long and very. hea over. This; 
However, in che Tue, was happily diſpers'd in Both by 
the ſcaſonable Arrival, as. at this Time, of our.GRACT- 
us SOVEREIGN KING WILLIAMOF GLO- 
| KIOUS MEMORY, which has happily increaſed the | 
Occafion.of this Day's Thankſgiving, That wile and ex- 
. 12 85 Prince had no ſooner: fettled the Government of 
1 0 65 its old ſolid Bafis, bur He caſt an Exe of Pi- 
ty this Diſtreſs'd Country, reduce'd to che laſt Extre- 
Nie ; "and not only ſent it Succour In it Time of greateſt 
. Need, bur appear'd in Perſon, and expas'd Hirnſclt to the 
4 1005 8 er forts Deliverance; not AA He ceaſe from. 
0 a Ro II le, 1 0 many Perils 'by Land, and Perils 
pet the e Mork. he. had begun 4 Ws. 
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remaining Bulwark of the Proteftant Religion) ſettled b 7 
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(che Great 


Lawz and then He died, full of Peace and Comfort, of 


Gloty, and Honour. 


is there yet no ſcitled Geb in dur Ihael? No; 
We ſoon ſaw an Imaſion in the following Reign, 
and towards the cloſe of it ſuch Meaſures taken as di- 
realy tended: to rob us of that beſt of Legacies, the 
GL KTOUS PREDECESSOR had bequeath'd 
to us. 

Nay, vi chis wiidtoit Law took full Place by the 
ecken 'of our preſent Moſt GRA CIO US SOVE- 
REIGN to 7 Throfe, this Frrious Spirit began 
again to awake out of its hort Sleep; and went to 
Work by Hing and Slander; by Sedirion and Perjury, and 
by Rebellion upon Liebellion, 19, order to oyerturn that 
Settlement, under” WBI alone we PROTESTANTS, 
and*eyery Thing chat is Dear to Us, (humanly ſpeaking) 
can be Hake. Ad 85 obſervable, that the leſs Hopes 85 
Emiſſarits of Home. have at any time had from the 
Prince, the greatet hayg been their Faſeavours to corrupt 
ati baht his People 7; nay, che nearcr we have ap- 
peat d to A4 hftig Nee the more frequent and i 
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ol che Martyrs, under the former, * the Church 
- flouriſh, and the Conftancy” of cheir Faich, even-.unto 
©-Death,* gave Life ro their Cauſe, aud pecommended it 
che more to the World; But the. Perfetutions | of Chri- 
Mans are ſüch an Offence and Scandal, that they ate a 
Neproach and Wound to Chriſtianity it felt; and too 
5 4 baue the 1 of Trgth to be evil ſpoken- "af... whilſt 
en abominable Iniquines: are committed under 4 its 
Name. Foe This' Perſeruting 2 1 o pernicious in its 
at ſome Perſons v alue themſelvcs upon, 1 
Recommendation to Sthers; nay, 
think it Mericorions, © and ſuch u will recommend them 
to God, ay entitſe them to a more than ,ordinafy. Re- 
ee 5 1 ; NE. in the next 
en {v4 87 
je Perians, come. to boat 
I. St, Fe (cho as 2 
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on the End, they more eafily miſtook the Means of 
coming at it. | (a. IG 1 3998 
Again, Their great Veneration for Moſes made them 
impatient of having another Veil caft over his Face, and 
the Glory of their Great Lawgiver eclyps'd by a greater 
Prophet; they would rather, without more ado, eſteem 
and treat that Religion, as an Impofture, which ſhould 
have the Face to exalt ic ſelf above that which they were 
fare came from God, and which He, for ſo many Ages, 


had fgvour'd with the Multitude of his Mercies ; un- 
_ happily overlooking. what our Apoſtle elſewhere de- 


clares, that the Law was but their Schoolmafler 10 bring 
them to Chriſt; and that He, that is, Chriſt, was u0 other 


than whom even Moſes and the Prophets did ſay ſhould come ; 


but their Expectation. of a Temporal Meſſiah, was the 
great Bar to their receiving Him, who came in every 
reſpect cloath'd with Humility, and who ſeem'd to them 
no way qualified to reftore again, in their ſenſe, the King- 
dom to Iſrael. 1 

Again, The Heathen Emperors, who affected nothing 
but Dominion and Power, and therefore were exceed- 
ing jealous of every thing that might incroach upon it, 
were, without Difficulty, perſwaded to think and do ill 
to thoſe who own'd another Hing, even Feſus ; tho' He 
was one, who had declar'd, that his Kingdom was not of 
this World, but ſuch a Renunciation might make little 
Impreſſion: upon them, who had no Notion of any 
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But yet, ſtill it may be asked, how ſhould Chriſtians 


be carried away by ſuch a Perſecuting Zeal, and that 


”” too againſt: their Brethren? Chriftians ! whoſe Precepts 
* are; univerſal Love and Charity, who are under the 
ſtrongeſt Obligations o do God amto, all Men, eſpecially 
unto them who are of the Houſbold of Faith; | Chriſtians /! 
who ought'co be ſuch Strangers to Perſecution, as to bleſs 
thoſe that Perſecute them, to live peaceably with all Men, 
and to endeayour, what in them lies,” aut to be overcome 
of Evil, but to overcome Evil with Good; and in that 
merciful Way alone to heap Coals of Fire upon. the Heads 
of their Enemies; Chriſtians ! who are Diſciples of the 
"Meek and Mercifal Jeſus; who, under a very great Pro- 
yocation, could not be induc'd to return it with Evil; 
but ſaid to his Diſciples, (who would have mov'd him 
thereunto) 7e know not what manner of Spirit ye are of, 


"= for the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to 


How then comes it to pals, that any ſort of Chriſtians 
ſhould ſo far renounce Chriſtianity, as to ſeek by Perſe- 
«ation and Cruelty, to promote it? To this I anſwer, 
That one Reaſon probably may be, becauſe they have 

embrac'd ſome Doctrines which are not to be ſupported 
by Argument, and therefore they have recourſe to ano- 
ther way of maintaining them, which is by Force: True 


Chriſtianity endeavours to make its Way into the Minds 
of Men, by the proper Methods of Perſwaſion, by the 
manifeſt Excellency of its Precepts, the Strength of its 
Motives, and the clear Evidences it brings, that it came 
down from Heaven; but what is added unto it by 
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| CW?) 
a the vain Traditions of Men, ſtands in 'need of other 
Methods to enforce it: Beſides, the Seculam Interefts of | 
the Church of Rome are ſo interwoven with Her new . } 
Doctrines, that the Oppoſers of them muſt be treated as 
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4 Oppoſers of their great Diana: And mighty have been 
N the Struggles between the Coutt of Rome and other 
ſs Courts on that Head, in Popiſb as well as Proteſtant WY 
" Countries; and that of Rome has found out certain Te- | 
A nets, which are the mighty ſtrengthening of its Power. 
1 The Notion of the Pope's Supremacy, whereby he 

f exalts himſelf above the Princes of this World, and pre- þ 
2 tends to abſolve the People from their Alegiance to their 
. Temporal Sovereigns, and empower them, on occaſion, 
ö to transfer their Kingdoms to others; the Belief, that 
joy he is alſo intruſted with the Keys of the Kingdom of 
f, Heaven; nay, has Power at Will to grant Pardon of 
* Sins, and great Indulgences upon Earth: By theſe, and the i 
U like Tenets, He has talen ſuch faſt Hold of the Conſci- 


» ences of their Subjects, that he has kept the greateſt 
even of Popiſh Princes in vile Subjefion, and has in- 
duc'd them (contrary to their Temper, Inclination, and 
q Tntereft) to offer up as a Sacrifice their Proteſtant Sub» 


; jects, and to make their Court to the See of Rome by : | 
* fuch inhuman Methods as theſe. Again, The Name f 
* Hereticks, is the beſt Name that thoſe: of that Perſwaſion 7Þ 
ds will ordinarily vouchſafe us; tho' we may ſay with Saint 
| Paul, That after the Way which they cal Hereſie, ſo worſhip | 
ts we the God of our Fathers, and contend only for the Faith once | 
- deliver d unto the Saints, and are fully perſwaded that the 7} 
y Reform'd Proteſtant Religion which we profeſs, is moſt 
ſe ah ME agree- 

4. 


ij 616) l 
agtecable to the Antient Catholic and Apoſtolic Church: 
lis true, we are not in our ſelves, nor is our Religion, 
"- the worſe for the Names they give us; for Names can- 
bot alter the Natures of Things, but they very often do 
2 the Paſſions of Men, and they ſerve their Purpoſes ef- 
fectually, whilſt they thereby whet their own and others 
Rage againſt us. 18 
Morcover, envy at the Liberty we enjoy, and the 
Spoil which the Reformation has pluck d out of their 
Teeth, and the known Check which this Church, and 
= theſe Kingdoms arc to the Ambitious Deſigus of the 
Church of Rome, double its Hatred and Malice againſt 
= Us; and it is leſs ſtrange, if, upon ſome, or all of theſe 
grounds, they come at length to glory in a Perſecutin 
Zeal, and to boaſt in Deſigns that are Cruel, and whic 
ſhew their Authors and Abertors to delight in Blood. 
But What may be charg'd on Multitudes of that 
= HFPerſwafon, I would by no means charge upon All; 
s dome of them there arc, who have not ſo far put off 
the Man, and the Chriſtian, as to be willing to kill 
= Their Brechren who are of a contrary Perſwaſion to 
them; but are by Nature diſpos'd not only to live qui- 
etly and honeſtly, but charitably and friendly with their 
Proteſtant Neighbours; nor is it a great Wonder, if 
ſome Perſons: reſign up their Conſciences, nay, their very 
Bowels, with greater difficulty than they do their Senſes 
to their Spiritual: Guides; but I will not anſwer for 
them, nor can they, I believe, anſwer for themſelves, 
= how far they ſhall go, when things ſhall be in a fer- 
ment, and they ſhall be ſtrongly preſs d by thoſe in Au- 
5 a El | thority 
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thority over them with Duty to Hol Church, and are 
urg'd by all the Bleſſings and 12 5 they vainly ima- 
gine they can beſtow, to lend an helping Hand towards 


rooting up Hereſy from the Face of the Earth. - The 
Doctrine of deſtroying Heretichs, ſeems to be an Oc- 
caſional Doctrine, and only Occaſionally to be inſiſted on, 
for fear of ſhocking a Good Nature when the Blood is 
cool; but when a Blow 1s to be ſtruck, and the Time 
1s come that it may be done with apparent Safety and 
Succeſs, then this ſort of Principles will work with Power, 
and there will not be wanting thoſe that will put them 


in Execution, 


In ſhort, it is not unuſual for Men to go ſtrange 


Lengths, when ſtrong Prejudices have blinded their Eyes, 


and poſleſs'd their Hearts; they will paſs on from one Wick- 
edneſs to another, call evil Good, and good Evil, and even 
glory in their Shame, when their intemperate Paſſions have 
brib'd, corrupted and ſeduc'd their Judgment: Igno- 
rance and Error are as a Cloud on the Underſtanding, 
and darken the Eye of the Mind ; but when to theſe are 
added Pride, Malice, Hatred, Revenge, Covetouſneſs, 
and ſuch like, they put it quite our; defile the Conſci- 
ence, and harden the Heart at the ſame time; fo that 
we may ſay in our Saviour's words, If the Light that is 


in Thee be Darkneſs, How great is that Darkneſs! How in- 


expreſſibly great is that Datkneſs ! So much worſe than 
the Egyptian Darkneſs, as it uſually wants that miracu- 
lous Property of being felt. Which brings me in the 
third place to draw ſome Inferences from theſe Heads. 
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_—_ Firſt, We may, from what has been ſaid, infer, 


| that we ought not by any means forthwith to think 


their Cauſe good, who diſcover a mighty Zeal about it; 
for we ſee that Men may be exceeding Zealous for very 
Trifles, for their own Humours and Fancies; yea, for 
their Sins, and may heap * Sin by the ſinful 
means of compaſſing their End. It has been very 
truly obſerv'd, that Zeal is one of the beſt, or one 
of the worſt Things in the World; I is good, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, to be always zealouſly alfected in a good thing; 
and it is as certain, that it is Evil to be at any time 
- zealouſly affected in a bad One; Mens Zeal ought ever 
to be founded upon Knowledge, Knowledge that the 
Cauſe is good, conſiderably good, before they are Zea- 
lous about it: If thus, Light goes before, Warmth 
may be allow'd to follow after, but a blind Zeal will 
be apr to lead into Works of "Darkneſs, and js it 
ſelf a Sin. But then having ſecur'd a good End, Men 


are farther bound to advance towards it by Means that 
are Juſt: A good End will never ſanctifie a bad Action, 


nor may we at any time do Evil that Good may. come. 


A Zeal for God ought ever to be accompanied with 


a ſtrict regard to his Laws; and well it is that the Di- 


vine Wiſdom has appointed his Laws, as Guardians to 
His own Honour, and not left it to the Paſſions of 


Mien, to chuſe their own Ways and Means to ſupport 
And defend it; for where the Divine Laws declare for 
Peace, the Paſſions of Men are more likely to declare 
for War; and what thoſe require to be .carry'd on only 
by Infiruftion in the Spirit of Meekneſs, theſe will be for 
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ö maintaining by Fire and Faggot, Marder, Maſſacre, Ruin, 
ö and Deſolation* Can any one think that St. Paul took the 
right Courſe with his Zeal, when he ler it fly out at all 
4 Adventures againſt che Diſciples of our Lord, mating 
XL havock, of the Church of Chriſt, and haling Men and Women © 
to Priſon, and being exceedingly mad againſt them, Perſe- 
cuting them even to ſtrange Cities? Ought not He firſt to 
have enquir d into the Juſtice of their Cauſe, whom 
he thus purſucd with Rage and Cruelty ? How lit- 
tle reaſon he had ſo inhumanly to treat it, and how 
great reaſon they had Redfaſtly to adhere to it! Had his 
Deſigns had their intended Effect, his Zeal for God had 
| deftroy'd the Kingdom of his dear Son, and his Warmth 
for his Religion done infinitely greater Diſhonoxr to God, 
than the utmoſt Colaneſs in his Service. | 1 
The Conſcience of his Guilt herein made him after- 
wards to humble himſelf in his own Eyes, and to own. 
himſelf utterly unworthy of che Honour God had done 
him, in calling him to the Apoſtleſhip, I am, ſaith he, 
the leaft of the Apoſtles, and not meet to be call d an Apo- 
file, becauſe I perſecuted the Church of God. . 
Zeal or Emulation ſeems, in it ſelf, to be no more 
than a ſtriving to excel others in the Purſuit of any Cauſe, 
which is uſually attended with Fervour of Spirit; but, 1 
ſay, if the Cauſe is not found at the bottom, or the Me- 
thode us d to carry it on are Unrighteous, Mens Warmth 
of Temper, or the Buſtle they may make, will not ren- 
der them Guiltleſs before God; and tho' they may 
urge ſpecious Pretences, or hang the moſt 'engaging Mor- 
tos on their Banners, (as, FOR THE PROPAG A- 
N T 9 TION 
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a * 20 
- TION OE THE FAITH; or SUPPRESSION 

OF-HERESY, or the GOOD OF THECHURCH, 

or ſuch like) others muſt not ſuffer themſelves to be led 
away into Evil, even by ſuch Good Vords; for, after all, 

if the Rottenneſs of Hypocriſy, or Vanity of Superflition, or 
 Emy, or Revenge, or the like, lye conceal'd within, tho 
the Fruit appear ever ſo beautiful on the outſide, Their 
Vine is as the Vine of Sodom, and of the Fields of Gomorrah, 
their Grapes are Grapes of Gall and their u. are Bit- 


And as they wh: Act upon it, ought to keep a jealous 
By e over their on Zeal, that it break not out into an 
— Flame; ſo they that are liable to ſuffer from 
it, mould, I am ſure, endeavour to guard againſt the 
Zeal of other Men with all their Power. 
Secondly, From the Miſchiefs always intended, and ſome- 
times effected by a Perſecuting Zeal, I infer our Obli- 
gations to adore the infinite Mercy of God for Preſerving 
us from Time to Time from the Wrath of unmerciful 
and cruel Men; Let them give Thanks whom the Lord hath 
Redeemed, and ſo often Deliver d from the Hand of the 
Enemy : Oh that Men would therefore praiſe the Lord for bis 
Goodneſs, and declare the Wonders that he doth for the Chil- 
dren of Men. Tell it out among the Nations, that the Lord 
is King, be the People never ſo impatient, he ſitteth between 
the bin, be the Earth never ſo Unquiet. He ruleth 
the raging of the Sea, and the noiſe of its Waves, and the 
— of the People: Ibe Waves of the Sea are mighty, 
and rage horribly, but yet the Lord who- dwelleth on High 


is mightier: The Madneſs of the People is n 
r an 
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] and very cruel, but the Frerreneſs of Man ſhall turn to' b 
ed Praiſe, and the Fierceneſs of them will he refrain. This is 
11 a juſt ground of Comfort under Trouble, of Thank(- ©? 
55 giving for Deliverance out of it, and of Hope and Truſt 
bo? in God for ever and ever. Den 
ty _ Thirdly, 1 infer our Duty above all things to avoid 
ah tempting the Lord, (he tempting him to give us over to 
its the Will of our Enemies, by the Neglect or Contempt 
92 of his Mercics, or by walking unſuitably to them, or 
Jus by preſuming upon them beſide, or contrary to his Pro- 
= miles. Abuſe of Mercy is the higheſt Provocarion of f 
2 Juſtice, and He will not ſuffer ſuch Ingratitude to go. | 
the  wnpuniſb'd for ever. Are there not ſome of our Prote- 
| ſtant Brethren actually under Perſecution, at this Time, 

. and have there not been others in our Days quite rooted 
bli- out by it? And what is the cauſc that it is not ſo wien 
8 Us as with Them? I dare pronounce it is not becauſe we Þ 
15 are better than they. Behold then and conſider the Severity, Y 
wth and Goodneſs of God; towards many Proteſtants in other 
phe Nations, Severity; but towards Us, Goodneſs, if we continue 
« bas in his Goodneſs, otherwiſe we alſo ſhall be cut off, Which 
bil leads me in the laſt Place to make ſome Application of I} 
3 the whole. -> Y 
— Are we then met together ſolemnly to bleſs God for 
-loth the ſignal Deliverances vouchſafed to Us and our Fore- 
/ the fathers? Let the double Cccaſion of this Day's Thank Þ 
47 giving be ever freſh in Our Memories, and beget in us a 
> "4 h Gratitude becoming the good Works God has wrought 
— for Us; more particularly, what Ve have lately ſcen imb 
and our Eyes, ſhould more ſtrongly affect our Hearts, not 
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(22) 
"ohly with Gratitude to GOD, but likewiſe to that 
E Great Prince, whom he made the Glorious Inſtrument of 
conveying his Bleſſings to Us: This Gratitude was once to 
be: ſhewn by a Love for his Perſon, and a Zcal for his 
Service and Honour when alive, and may yet be ſhewn 
© by a Reſpect to his MEMORY now dead, and by a 
juſt Value for thoſe Things which he happily Preſerv'd to 
bs; namely, Our RELIGIOUS AND CIVIL 
=* RIGHTS, and the Security of them in the PROT E- 
STANT: LINE, which were the Glory of his Reign. 
And may we never be convinc'd of the Value of them 
bp thcir Loſs, much leſs forward it by our Indifference, 
by our Sloth, or Negligence, by our Murmurings and 
ERKepinings, by Ammoſities and Diviſions, much leſs yer 
© by Treaſon, . Perjury, or Rebellion; for in ſuch a caſe 
© we might juſtly take up Ezra's Confeſſion, Chap. ix. 14. 
and ſay unto God, After thou haſt given us ſuch a Delive- 
rance as this, ſhould we again break thy Commandments and 
jon with the People of theſe Abominations, wouldſt not thou 
be angry' with us till thou hadſt conſumed us, ſo that there 
ſhould be no Remnant, nor eſcaping ? It has been the great 
Artifice of the Church of Rome, to divide thoſe among 
themſclves, who have ſeparated from Her, and to play 
them one againſt the other, as may ſerve her Purpoſes 
Et beſt; and by Party-Names and Party-Rage, we have gone 
= a great way towards making our ſelves a Prey unto Her; 
and fome there are who have gone yet farther, and have 
broke looſe from the ſtrongeſt Bonds, to promote De- 
a ſigns, which, ſhould they ſucceed, can end only in the 
= Re-cſtabliſhment of her Power amongſt us. But how 


aſtoniſh- | 


* 


= 


— — 
- 
” 


5 
92 | (623) 7. 4.46 
aſtoniſhing is it, that any Perſons whatſoever ſhould Bur“ 
their Souls with the Bond of a ſolemn Oath, and call upon 
God as a Witneſs and an Avenger; as a Witneſs to their 
Sincerity, and as an Avenger in caſe of Falſhood; aA bi 
by that ſignificant Ceremony of laying their Hands on 
his Holy Book, and by all that is written therein, (by 
all the Mercies and Terrors of the Lord) pledge their 
Faith to Him, whom His good Providence hath. madéè 
their King; and then lift up the ſame right Hand againſt 

| him; and, like thoſe we read of in the Pſalmiſt, Give 
good Words with their Mouth, but curſe inwardly ; nay, ſhall 

, be ſo far from diſcovering the Treaſons of others, that 
1 they ſhall aber and encourage. them by their own, and 
t ſhall retain an Equivocating Prevaricating Spirit, even 
0 
1. 


whilſt they are actually renouncing all ſuch. Equivoca- 

tions; Nay, if Proteſtants ſhould do all this, againſt a 
> | Proteſtant Prince, and a Proteſtant Succeſſion, in favour _ . 
id of a Bigotted Papiſt, and a Train of Popiſh Succeſſors; 


Wu what a Load of Guilt muſt they lay upon their Conſci- 
re ences, what Offence and .Scandal muſt they give to the 
at 


Church of God, what an Injury muſt they do to Man, 
18 whilſt they break in ſunder the ſtrongeſt Bands of Socie- 
ay ty, and what in them lies deſtroy all Faith and Confi- 
ſes dence in the World. May not ſuch Perſons juſtly expect 


ne that the Vengeance, which they have call'd on their own 
er; Heads, ſhould fall upon them; and that God, out of their 
ve [own Mouths, ſhould condemn ſuch wicked Servants. | 

De- To conclude therefore, Let us under the Senſe of the 
he Perſecuting Spirit of Popery, and the Dangers we have been 
DW in from it, and the many Deliverances God hath wrought 
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% for 2s; Let us, as we ns = Þ ts great Bled ings e 
oy under a PROTESTANT PRINCE,. or cad hope 
dot from a PROTESTANT SUCCESSION in his fl. | 

- kaftrious Hoaſe, be. true co our manifold Obligations, 
8 and fincerely anſwer their binding Power, And may that 
_ 92 of che Children; of 1ſrae/ never be juſtly ap- 
pd to any of us Which we find written, Judges viii. 
34, 35. They kene not the Lord their God, who bad de- 
| $6.35 them out of the Hands of their Enemies on every 
fal, neither ſbew'd they Kindneſs to the Houſe of Jerubbal, 
namely, Gideon, according 10 all the e 
. . unto Iſrael. 5 DOE | 


hich» be had 

© Now unto Him, 550 NON as from our E. iet, OP 
© Few them to Confuſion that hate us; io the only 
iſe God, our Saviour, be aſcribed all Honour, Praiſe, 
Might Ma %. and COON now , 21 ever- 
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